
AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION (JUNIORS): 
MRS. NEWTON & MR. REARDON 

2017 SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 
 
PART I:  
Purchase the AP Language and Composition Summer Reading Packet ($3) from The Hangar, the 
SHS bookstore.  
 
Read and annotate the thematic writings in the packet; for each essay, mark the following items 
so we may discuss your ideas when you return to class in August.  
 

● What is the author’s purpose?  
● Who is the intended audience for this piece? How do you know? 
● What is the author’s claim/argument?  
● How does the author organize the information?  
● How does the author use rhetorical devices and appeals? 

 
THE READINGS  
“I Want a Wife” by Judy Brady 
“Women’s Brains” by Stephen Jay Gould 
“Professions for Women” by Virginia Woolf 
“Letters” by John and Abigail Adams 
“The Myth of the Latin Woman: I Just Met a Girl named Maria” by Judith Ortiz Cofer 
 
WRITTEN RESPONSE 
All of the readings are thematically centered on gender. In a multi-paragraph response, consider 
the impact of the gender roles that society creates and enforces. While you should use the above 
readings to help support your analysis, you may also include any personal readings or 
experiences in your response. For any evidence you use directly from the sources, be sure to 
utilize in-text citations according to MLA guidelines.  
 
PART II:  
Select one of the following nonfiction titles to read. Obviously, you should choose a book you 
haven’t read before! We have selected books representing all types of nonfiction, so we 
encourage you to do a bit of research to see which title fits your interests and passions.  

You are expected to annotate as you read, but we leave it to you to decide what that looks like. 
After you complete your reading, compose a response of one to two pages to ONE of the 
statements which follow the list. Be sure to explain how that statement proves true in regards to 
your chosen novel using specific citations  and support  from the work; use correct citation format 
for all evidence.  

Your response should reflect your thoughts, observations, and analysis of the work you selected. 
For this project, research is discouraged; your response should be original.  



Note that we will spend time working with your nonfiction selection when we begin school in 
August, so be sure to read thoughtfully, annotate carefully, and engage fully with your text.  

NONFICTION CHOICE BOOKS 
Katherine Boo, Behind the Beautiful Forevers 
Bill Bryson, A Walk in the Woods 
Truman Capote, In Cold Blood 
Dave Cullen, Columbine 
Joan Didion, The Year of Magical Thinking 
Barbara Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed: On Not Getting by in America 
Stephen King, On Writing 
Erik Larson, Devil in the White City 
Asne Seierstad, The Bookseller of Kabul 
 
STATEMENTS FOR THE WRITTEN RESPONSE 
Statement One: “A story must be exceptional enough to justify its telling; it must have 
something more unusual to relate than the ordinary experience of every average man and 
woman.”〜Thomas Hardy 

Statement Two: “The worth of a book is to be measured by what you can carry away from it.” 
〜James Bryce 

Statement Three: “Thus all art is propaganda and ever must be, despite the wailing of the 
purists. [...] I do not care a damn for any art that is not used for propaganda.”〜W.E.B. DuBois 

 
 
 
 
 


